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New York Openings This Week 


The Rehearsal-President, 5/22/52. David Ross presented limited engagement of 
recent Equity Library Theatre production of 17th Century England comedy. Directed 
by Rose Ellovich Parfrey, cast features Anna Leonard, Tom Turner and Antony Vorno. 
Choreography by Robin Gregory. 


Digests of Current Reviews-late review back page 


Tovarich-City Center, 5/14/52. All but two daily appraisers enjoyed N.Y.City 
Theatre Company's second spring production. Majority complained that direction 
chores of Harry Horner didn't equal his set; but they agreed that much of the wit of 
the 1936 Robert E. Sherwood's adaptation of Jacques Deval's script remained. Most 
also pointed out that producers are learning how to lick the problems of the huge 
housee Uta Hagen, Helbert Berghof, and Luther Adler won acting honors. Dissenters 
were Chapman, News, and Coleman, Mirror, who panned it for different reasons. Form- 
er thought it too dated, while latter thought director turned slick comedy into mere 
slapstick. Atkinson, Times, okayed it with reservations, First, the final scene 
almost throws the entire play off balance, and second, the supporting players were 
lost on the big stage. 


Of Thee I Sing-Ziegfeld, 5/5/52. Newsweek reviewer sole weekly critic to okay 
Chandler Cowles and Ben Segal's revival of Kaufman-Ryskind-Gershwin Pulitzer Prize 
winner- Though he admitted along with his colleagues that the book has lost most of 
its political bite, the news magazine appraiser still found much solid comedy fun- 
making in the scripte While the Gershwin score remains as brilliant as evere Jack 
Carson and Paul Hartman were praised, along with most elements of the production. 
Remainder of weekly critics panned show because they didn't think thin, dated book, 
plus poor singing, could make up for the few good songse Trade paper reporters 
feared that concept of government satire has proved pretty old hat. Gabriel, Cue, 
admitted he wanted to like revival, but was forced to mark it pretty middling poor 
stuff. He concludes that musical revivals, to succeed, must be twice as good as the 
original. While Gibbs, New Yorker, believes satires without literary merit are dated 
when played beyond their special period. 


Shuffle Along-Broadway, 5/8/52-5/10/52. Irving Gaumont's revival of the favo- 
rite Negro revue of 30 years ago closed down for repairs after four performances. 
Producers promise ta return in two weeks, incorporating changes suggested by critics. 
Generally all daily critics were disappointed that new production had smothered it- 
self with an involved plot, sometimes smutty jokes, and a super-abundance of scenery 
and costumes, They also were surprised to find only two of the show's original songs 
in present version. If show does reopen, critics will be invited back for second 
look. 


Variety's nual Critics Poll 


NY Drama Critics Circle members voting in annual Variety poll picked following 
for best theatre jobs of the season: Jose Ferrer and Julie Harris best in straight 
play; Phil Silvers md Vivienne Segal best in musicals; John Cromwell and Marian 
Winters best supporting; Brandon De Wilde and Julie Harris most promising; Jose 
Ferrer, best director and producer; Cecil Beaton, best scene designer; Frederick 
Loewe, best score; Joseph Kramm most promising playwright. 
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D - Daily W - Weekly M - Monthly B - Broadcast 


DT - NY Times DJC = Journal of Commerce WCM =- Chr. Science Monitor 
DH - NY Herald Tribune DWJ - Wall SteJournal wc - Commonweal 

DN - NY News DWW - Women's War wcuU - Cue 

DM - NY Mirror WB - Billboard WN - Nation 

DC - NY Compass WV - Variety WNR - New Republic 

DP - NY Post WCD - Critical Digest WNS - Newsweek 

DJ - NY Journal-American WGN - George Jean Nathan WNY - New Yorker 

DW - NY World Telegram-Sun WM - Ward Morehouse WSR - Saturday Review 

DB - Brooklyn Eagle BC = WCBS Bill Leonard Wr - Time 

DL - L.I.Press BL =- New Leader-WEVD MP - Park East 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will be 
hits. "So-so" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for 
ean entertaining or stimulating evening. 


. THE FOURPOSTER-10/24/61 . PROS: 19 GON: DH DP WGN WWM BL WC WNY 
NONE: DWJ WN WNR WSR 
Lie PROS: 18 CON: DT DM DC DP DW WM BL WCU WNR WSR WT 


GIGI-11/24/51 
GUYS AND. DOLLS=11/24/50 PROS: 29 CON: WN 


I AM A CAMERA~21/28/51 PROS: 22 CON: DN DJ WCM WNR WN SO-SO: DT 

THE KING AND I+3/29/51 PROS: 29 CON: WN 

THE MALE ANIMAL-4/30/52 — PROS: 21 NONE: WGN WWM WC WN WNR WSR WT MP 

THE’ MOON IS BLUE-3/8/51 PROS: 26 CON: WCD WGN NONE: WN MP 

MRS. McTHING-2/20/52,. PHOS: 20 CON: DM DJ BC DL WNR WT WGN NONE: WNR MP 
PAINT. YOUR WAGON-11/10/51 PROS: 21 CON: DH DP DJ WV WWM BC WC NONE: BL WNR WSR 


PAL JOBY-1/8/52' PROS: 28 CON: BL NONE: WNR 
POINT OF NO: RETURN-12/13/51 - PROS: 25 CON: DW BL WN WNR WT 


THE SHRIKE-1/26/52 PROS: 25 CON: DW WCD WGN BL WN 
SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7/49 PROS: 29 CON: WT 
STALAG 17-5/8/51 PROS: 22 CON: DM WCD BL WCU WNY SO-SO: DN 


THREE WISHES FOR JMMIf=3/¥1752--PROS: 18 CON: DP DJ WCU WT BC WCM WSR 
NONE: WWM WN WNR MP 
TOP BANANA-11/1/51 PROS: 23 CON: DP DJ BL NONE: WCM WN WWR WSR 


Living Theatre to present Faustina, Paul Goodman's play of Rome, starting May 25+ 
It will be presented Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings, while An Evening of 
Bohemian Theatre will continue to play Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings...Opera 
Features Will present American premiere of Benjemin Britten's comic opera Albert Her- 
ring at Master Institute Theatre Jume 2, 6 and 7eeeThe Journeymen offer The Nightin- 
gale Sang Too Late, by John Richards, at Provincetown Playhouse the week of May LO-e. 
Wountebenks to present midnight performances at Amato Opera Theatre week ends, start- 
ing with Here's Blood in Your Eye..eThree New Plays by Sean O'Casey presented at 
Yugoslav-American Hall by Three Plays Company drew split verdict from two daily cri- 
tics who covered it. Atkinson, Times, doubts if actors are doing their hero any 
great services, because the acting end direction show a complete lack of any sense of 
genre style of Irish drama. But Pollock, Compass, thought in spite of some unripe 
performances the trio of plays helped to enrich the theatre season..»Summer and Smoke 
Circle in the Square's current hit, added pro reviews of World Telegram & Sun, Nation 
and Saturday Reviewe Hawkins, WT&S, spotlighted Geraldine Page for her gift of spon- 
taneity..-Equity Library production of One Touoh of Venus disappointed Rice, Post, 
who recalled 1943 Broadway production of musical aS ome of his favorites. Director 
and cast gave pedestrian performance of dull book that was brought to life originally 
by slick production and Mary Martin. 


Cumlative NYC Ratings '! 

' Off Broadway ' : 


CANADA LEE...Death at 45 deprives stage of one of its most talented actors, and brings 


to an early close a colorful and fascinating career, Herald Tribune stated. 
Jockey, fighter, baud leader and actor was a kind of informal ambassador of Ame- 
rican culture, who was a credit to his profession, his country and his people. 


SHRIKE PRIZE...Joseph Kramm, author of Pulitzer Prize winner The Shrike, is the kind 

""" of fellow who deserves to be encouraged, comments Chapman, Newse His winning of 
the award may show that the best new plays will come from the theatre itself. 
Critic urged literate actors to spend their off time writing plays.-.-eAward came 
as surprise to Watts, Post, who doubts if the play deserved it. 


MAIL BOX..-"Average Man Review Committee" to supplement critics suggested by Howard 
Goodkind to Variety. Plan would have panel of theatre goers attending opening 
nights and balloting at finish of play. Results of ballots would appear next 
morning along with the regular review. 


WHY REVIVALS...Success of revivals this season explained by Gardner, Herald Tribune, 
by fact that playgoers love to revel in mellow and familiar memorics...Why do 
Shakespeare revivals carry such a large and flagrant crew of effeminate players 
in the male parts, asks Watt, News. 


FABULOUS IMP..."Time" magazine tags George Jean Nathan as "The Fabulous Invalid's fa- 
bulous imp.-" News magazine interview with critic revealed that Nathan considers 
this the worst season since 1932. He condemned new producers who know nothing 
ebout the theatree Knopf has just published "The World of George Jean Nathan" 
edited by Charles Angoff, and so far the book has received unanimous pro reviews 
from drama end book criticse Variety and N.Y.Times also interviewed him. 


SHUFFLE HOPE..+Two critics sincerely hope producers of Shuffle Along live up to their 
promise to reopen revue in two weekse Pollock, Compass, feels the audiences 
were wrong in expecting the cast to fit into the Negro msical stereotype. Cri- 
tic suggested that Negro entertainers must have musicals written for them with 
the same care and skill and taste white entertainers do...Chapman, News, also 
complained that little use is being made of the great store of Negro talent. 
More Negro productions of classics should be done on Broadway. 


MORE PUN'S FUN.-..Newest collection of Capsule dramatic critiques from Phillips, WT&s, 
never-ending supply includes; Shuffle Along...Three Wishes for Harlem, Don Juan 
- im.Hell...Four Ghoster, The Male Animal..-Guys and Guys. 


Shows that closed include Paris '90, Candida...Shuffle Along suspended for two 
weeks when producers promise they will reopene..ANTA's final show of season Sund 
Breakfast will be presented at the Coronet, which Robert Dowling has presented rent 
freee..ceorge Jean Nathan column appearing in Sunday Journal American...Kronenberger, 
Time, to receive Doctor of Letters degree from University of Cincinnati... Theresa 
Helburn, "Theatre Guild" co-producer, and her husband John Baker Opdycke, who re- 
ceived honorary Doctor of Literature degrees from Franklin and Marshall College, will 
give an annual award to the “best actor at F&aM"...Vincent Jacoby reelected president 
of Stagehands Union...Gale Robbins replaces Rose Marie in Top Banana..eMaggie McNama- 
ra will sub for Barbara Bel Geddes in The Moon Is Blue while latter portrays role for 
several weeks in sunimer theatres...Betty Mleld and Burgess Meredith will replace Hume 
Cronyn and Jessica Tandy. in-fhe F oster.eeNewbold Morris appointed special assis- 
tant to the president of Actors Equity and Chorus Equity to help on merger of all en- 
tertainment unions...Chorus of Of Thee I Sing given five percent of show. 
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; ' Theatre News Round Up ' 


American theatre, critics, audiences and producers were criticized in a frank 
and friendly way by foreign correspondents now assigned to New York at the May mem- 
bership meeting of the Greater New York Chapter of ANTAe John Chapman, News, was 
moderator of the group which included Dre Robert Pirk, Switzerland, Lee Sauvage, 
France, Yitzhak Ivry, Israel, Francisco Callari, Italy, John Griffins, England. The 
forum was recorded for broadcast by the Voice of America. 


Though most of the world have seen translated American plays, Dre Pirk explained 
a translated American play isn't really an American playe Unlike theatre in other 
countries American theatre has no traditione Thus it obeys no laws but its ow, and 
they are set up for each performance. Each and every American production, the Swiss 
writer noted, has its own trademark of American self=consciousness and self-criticism. 
Mrse McThing, in his opinion, is a true masterpiece of the international theatre. 


New York theatre was mildly condemed by Mre Sauvage, who is the NY correspon- 
dent for Paris' Le Figaro, for not having theatres which present plays of cultural 
interest, even though they are not commercial. Though NY critics seldom cover "Off 
Broadway" productions, Paris drama critics, he reminded, go to see any groupe The 


Paris critics encouragement of young groups have helped many writers end actors be=- 
come stars. 


U-Se theatre isn't for the masses because of high prices and because of the com- 
mercial demands on a hit, Mre Ivry, NY correspondent for the new Israel daily saide 
Few Americen plays have been translated into Hebrew, the writer noted, because of a 
lack of real understanding of American traditions. But translations of such a play 
as Point of No Return would be very useful in explaining American mores abroade 


NY audiences seem to be more alert, Mre Griffins, correspondent for "Stage" and 
former Old Vic director, reportede A major difference in NY and London theatre, was 
that in London the theatre goers pay no attention whatsoever to the critics. Instead 
they ask their friends about the play or see it for themselves. 


U.eSe critics are short of ideas on different styles of acting because they 
don't go abroad enough, Mr. Callari explained. NY theatre is mich too mechanical in 
most fieldse While there are many Shakespeare and Shaw revivals, there are few Ger- 
man, Russian or Italian classics showne In addition, the producers are much too 
realistic, leaving little to the imagination. 


* Late Reviews ' 


Conscience-Booth 5/15/52. After admitting that Maurice Schwartz, 
Yiddish Art Theatre head, is one of the great actors of the generation, 
daily reviewers politely noted that he had made an error in judgement 
in appearing in this one man play by Fedro Block, translated from the 
Portugese by Claude Vincent and adapted by AM. Klein. Sets and light- 
ing by Ralph Alswang were judged more interesting that play. Frogram 
presented by Shuberts, by arrangement of Joseph Kipness and Jack Small. 
Chapman,News, amd Sheaffer,Eagle, recommended it as interesting theatre 
for students and serious fans,not for the average play goer. Rest panned 
it for variety of reasons. Atkinson,Times,thought star forget about his 
audience and started to play for his own enjoyment. Kerr,Herald Tribune, 
found it an out of date charade with the same plot and dialogue of a 
famed 1916 silent film. McClain,Journal American, doubted if play would 
have succeeded with a full staff of actors and scenery. Hawkins, WT&S, 
tabbed it a daring experiment,well acted which became boring because of 
@ lack of occassional levity to give it contrast. 


' Foreign Critics View U.S. Theatre ' 
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